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VENICE.* 



EVER charming, if not " ever new," when will Venice have 
exhausted all the resources of Art or all her attractions for 
the pen of the writer ? The city is a mine of wealth for the 
artist of every description, and her annals and literary treasures 
are yet a prolific field of operations for the historian and the 
bibliographer. It is no wonder, then, that painters should still 
see beauty in her faded and decaying palaces, whose steps are 
green with dank and slimy seaweed, and in the blue waters of 
the Adriatic amid which the city stands ; and that publishers 
should continue to engage the services of the artist and also 
those of the author to spread over the world a knowledge of a 
place so marvellous in its construction, so inviting in its aesthetic 
attributes, and so renowned for its manifold and varied develop- 
ment of the Arts. Of the many publications which this famous 
city has called into existence, none can, in its way, surpass in 
comprehensiveness, in variety and beauty of illustration, in intel- 
ligent and pleasant, though somewhat brief, descriptive matter, 
a work now being issued by the eminent publishing house of 
M. J. Rothschild, of Paris, whose books, of almost every class, 
are, as a rule, livres de luxe. 

The purpose of M. Yriarte, to whom has been confided the 
task of preparing the text for the volume before us, has evidently 
been to aid M. Rothschild in setting out or designing a vast 
picture, if such a term may be used, including the history of 
Venice, her commerce, arts, and industry ; to show how the city 
has gradually descended from the plenitude of her power and 
the meridian altitude of her beauty to her present comparatively 
neglected and fallen condition ; to exhibit her at the same time 
as she was and as she is ; to resuscitate, through their works, 
the men who, as architects, painters, and sculptors, made 
Venice a glory among the nations, and to show the wide-spread 
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Lions of the Arsenal. 

influence these works have had on other European countries. 
In short, we are offered in these pages a kind of moving pano- 
rama of this wondrous '' city of the sea." 

M. Yriarte, who some time since testified to his fitness for the 



* "Venise: Histoire, Arts, Industrie, Commerce ; la Ville et la Vie." Par Charles 
Yriarte. Published by J. Rothschild, rue des Saints-Peres, Paris. 



task here undertaken by a most interesting semi-fictitious 
story called "The Life of a Patrician of Venice in the Six- 
teenth Century," divides the subject of his present work into a 
variety of chapters : — the history of the city, its archives, com- 
merce, navy and arsenal, architecture, sculpture, painting, 
printing, glass-work, mosaics, lace-work ; the city itself, and its 
inhabitants, or, as he calls it, its "life." It is clear, from the 
programme thus set forth, that the plan of the book is a com- 
prehensive one ; yet is there no fear that the author will exhaust 




Pesaro's Tomb 

his materials within the space, allotted to him, which is certainly 
not more than sufficient,; even if it is enough, for his purpose. 
The book must be regarded as illustrative chiefly ; almost every 
page shows some one or more examples of the diversified Art- 
treasures comprised within the confines of the city. Sometimes 
picturesque bits of external architecture — similar to those intro- 
duced on this page; sometimes we get a sight of sumptuous 
interiors, as that of the "Great Council Room," engraved on 
the next page; elsewhere are specimens of ornamental work, 
capitals of pillars, columns, bas-reliefs, iron-work, and kindred 
subjects. Then there are numerous large woodcuts, &c. — too 
large to admit of our giving an example — of many of the great 
pictures by the old masters which Venice contains ; and also of 
the doges and nobles, from that of the famous Dandolo to that 
of Daniel Manin, president of the Venetian republic in 1848, 
the "last great political name in its history," who, in modern 
frock coat and black necktie, with spectacles on nose, seems 
anything but a lineal official descendant of the magnificent- 
lookine old Dandolo. 
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In dismissing this most interesting and richly illustrated | publication — at least for the present (the first volume only 




Chamher of the Grand Council in the Ducal Palace. 
has yet made its appearance, the second is expected to be ready | in a few months)— we have only further to remark that the 




The Doge and the Council descending the Giants'' Steps of the Ducal Palace. 
book and its subject are worthy of each other: to those who I know what Venice really is, no other recommendation is needed. 



